
LINKS: “WHERE IN 2020?”     A 2020 Link 

Set by Tav 

1  Died in April 2020, which English sportsman born in 1929 was described as “the 
greatest driver never to win the F1 World Championship”? 

2  (Two on TV of 2020…) The Queen’s Gambit, one of the most-watched TV shows 
of 2020, stars Anya Taylor-Joy as a young prodigy in what competitive 
endeavour? 

3  What was the name (and also the subject) of the nature documentary narrated by 
Meghan Markle and broadcast on Disney+ in 2020? 

4  Holding the top spot every year since 2009, which car (make and model) was once 
again the best-selling new car in the UK in 2020? 

5  Which club won the (men’s) English Football League (EFL) Championship in 
July 2020? 

6  Queues grew to over 20 miles along the A20 as trucks were prevented from 
leaving the UK in December 2020 from which port? 

7  The 2020 US Presidential Election was the first one ever in which the two states 
that do not use the “winner-take-all” method to choose their electoral votes both 
had split votes between the Democrats and the Republicans. Nebraska is one of 
those US states – name the other. 

8  Died in December 2020, which actress born in 1937 appeared in films with the 
following words in their titles: SPYING, DOCTOR, CAMPING, HENRY, 
MATRON, ABROAD, GIRLS, DICK? 

9  In the October 2020 General Election, the governing Labour Party won a 
landslide victory that was seen as approval of how well the leadership had dealt 
with the pandemic. (a) Which country; and (b) what is the surname of the Prime 
Minister, who has held that post since 2017? 

10 The first parts of answers 8,9(a) and 9(b) combined, followed by a six-letter word 
that can link to answers to each question in this round gives the name of a 
location that became famous during 2020. Name the location. 



“WHAT I GOT FOR CHRISTMAS”  A Seasonal Acrostic 

Set by John 

The third thing I got, after unwrapping (a) Guru by Portishead and (b) a collection 
of Jugendstil tondi, is spelt by initials of the answers. 

Ignore leading articles, titles etc; write numbers out in words. 

1  The three drivers on a very unfamiliar-looking podium following the inaugural 
Sakhir Grand Prix in December 2020 each had how many letters in their names? 
(In each case, given name + surname.) 

2  Thomas Jefferson’s quote “Peace, prosperity and friendship with all nations” 
finally made its public appearance in January 2020, on what item? 

3  According to the results of an experiment in May 2020 using members of the 
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, which instrument is most dangerous in 
spreading coronavirus? 

4  Winning the delayed 2020 French Open in October, which 19-year-old became 
Poland’s first tennis player ever to win a Grand Slam singles title? 

5  Both 90, X died in October 2020; Y died in March. The characters they play do 
not meet – as they do in various incarnations in (so far) four other movies – in 
which 1983 film also featuring Edward Fox, Rowan Atkinson and Prunella Gee; 
which might cryptically be described as a “ONE-off”? 

6  Winners 1: The president of the University of Edinburgh’s badminton club won 
what at Down Hall Hotel in November 2020?  

7  Winners 2: (a) In December 2020, who was crowned the first ever Queen; of (b) 
what Castle? 

8  Announcing its closure in 2020, a leisure centre in Swindon whose name became, 
from the early 1990s onward, the stuff of music legend. Its name? 

9  Monoliths seem to have been materialising all over the world since the first one 
was spotted in November – in which US state? 

10 The 2020 achievements of which avid motorcycle racer included: a UK Number 1 
hit in April, a knighthood at Windsor Castle in July and the BBC Sports 
Personality of the Year Helen Rollason Award in December? 

BONUS: What were my first two presents? 



LINKS: “HEROES OF 2020” A 2020 Link 

Set by Tav 

1  After “The Queen’s Christmas Broadcast”, what was the most-watched show on 
terrestrial TV in the UK on Christmas Day 2020? 

2  American Factory, the first film from Barack and Michelle Obama’s production 
company won which Academy Award in 2020: “Best…”? 

3  Diego was released back to his native home on the Galapagos Islands in June 
2020 after being credited with saving his species through fathering hundreds of 
offspring in a breeding program. What type of animal is Diego?  
LINK 2&3 

4  Tonight’s Countdown Conundrum: REINSURES rearranges to which other 
English 9-letter word? 

5  Nominated again in 2020, which actor became the first openly gay black man to 
be nominated for and win a lead-acting Emmy in 2019 for his role in the TV 
series Pose? 

6  The 46th summit of which group of countries (reduced in number after Russia left 
in 2018) was originally due to be held at Camp David in June 2020, but was first 
delayed by President Trump until after the US election and ultimately cancelled? 

7  In 2020, Flake by Matthew Dooley became the first graphic novel to win a 
specific prize for comedic fiction. The prize is named after which English author 
born in 1881 with middle name Grenville?  
LINK (first parts of) 6&7 

8  Potters Corner won what unusual televised race broadcast on 4th April 2020? 

9  Ethiopian Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus has appeared in public frequently this 
year in his role as Director-General of which entity, headquartered in Geneva? 

10 Died in 2020, Diana Rigg played the Contessa Teresa di Vicenzo in which 1969 
film from a franchise?  
LINK 8,9&10 

 

 



Team name:______________________________________________ Score:__________ 

                                          THE 39 STEPS of 2020 — Name: 

1…ignoring the C-word (which was #1), Google’s next 4 biggest global search 
trends in 2020 (initials: ER/KB/Z/IPL); _____________________________________  
 ________________________________________________________________________  

2…any 5 of the top ten male goalscorers in Europe’s “big five” leagues in 
2020; ___________________________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________________________________  

3…the 3 countries which had the following new leaders in 2020: (a) 
Muhyiddin Yassin; (b) Yoshihide Suga; (c) Sadyr Japarov; ___________________  
 ________________________________________________________________________  

4…the two British TV stars and one British sportsperson to feature in Time’s 
list of the 100 most influential people of 2020 (combined initials in 
alphabetical order: BCHLMPW; 3 points); _________________________________  
 ________________________________________________________________________  

5…the 3 major literary prizes won in 2020 by (a) Shuggie Bain; (b) The Nickel 
Boys; (c) Louise Glück; ___________________________________________________  

6…the 5 most-streamed artists on Spotify in 2020 in the UK (combined 
initials in alphabetical order: DEEJSTWW); ________________________________  
 ________________________________________________________________________  

7…any 4 cricketers in Wisden’s men’s Test team of 2020; ___________________  
 ________________________________________________________________________  

8…the elder of each of the 3 birthday pairs (underline): (a) actor Anthony 
Hopkins or football manager Alex Ferguson; (b) classicist Mary Beard or 
actor Tracey Ullman; (c) musician Ellie Goulding or cricketer Alex Hales; 

9…the 5 storms (B-F inclusive) that battered Britain during 2020; ___________  
 ________________________________________________________________________  

10…the 4 acts from their 2020 UK No.1 album titles (they have now had 38 
UK No 1 albums between them): (a) ROUGH AND ROWDY WAYS; (b) LETTER 
TO YOU; (c) GOATS HEAD SOUP; (d) CHROMATICA? ________________________  
 ________________________________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________________________________  
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